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ABSTRACT

fields of history, anthropology, sociology, human geogr
a “Subaltern Studies Group” - SSG, a collection of hist
role of men and women who constitute the masg popul
economic elites, in the history of the Indian inent.

Chakravorti Spiv ther famous book is Standayini by Mahashweta Devi. Infact, all the
literature that is basgdl on Feminism, the entire Dalit Literature, everything that is written by the
oppressed and marginalized is ‘Subaltern’ studies.

Munshi Premchand, referred to as “ Upanyas Samrat” authored masterpieces like, Godaan,
Karmabhoomi, Shatranj Ke Khiladi , Gaban and so many short stories. He spearheaded the
concept of giving voice to the supressed, downtrodden strata of society. His writings brought out
the pathos in human life. Set in the pre-colonial period, Godaan (The Gift of a Cow) showcases
the lives of peasants in India. The protagonist, Hori and his family represent this community and
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Hori gives the impression of having a noble heart. The novel brings to surface the oppression and
injustice faced by the farmers. In the beginning of the story, Hori buys a cow from Bhola the
cowherd. Maintaining a cow is a symbol of flourishment in rural India. Hori begins to earn a few
annas by selling the milk of thecow. But, his brother Hori is jealous of his prosperity and poisons
the cow. Hori, a kind soul, bribes the policemen to save his wicked brother. Jhunia, Bhola’s
daughter gets pregnant by Hori’s son, Gobar. Afraid of the angry reaction by villagers, Gobar runs
away to Lucknow with a promise that he would earn enough money to payoff all the debts of his
parents. But he did not keep his promise. Hori and his wife give shelte unia but the villagers

surrounded by problems constantly being harassed by Bhola
hands of Dattadin. After a lot of struggle and humiliation,

hunger and ruthless exploitation of the poor in Ind
Laxman Bapu Mane is a renown
Maharashtra. Born to very poor parents i used to travel from one
village to another for work and for f ination made way to the
prestigious Sahitya Akademi Award f ’
gives a detailed account of the writer’s
biased society. It lays bare th
in Maharashtra by the
everyday life, customg
the specifics by
ethnographer,

ghary thinker and author Om Prakash Valmiki known for

¥ Life is an icon and signature name in Dalit literature. His
people-oriented. He always struggled against supremacy of
r based discrimination and capitalist powers. His contribution in

Moving from chil to adolescence when my personality was being shaped, | had to live in
this terror-filled ironment...At times I feel like I grew up in a cruel and barbaric
civilization”(pg.57). Unfortunately, the author faces the humiliation towards Dalits by upper class
society of India, no matter where they lived. He looks back to terrifying incident when he was
forcefully dragged to work by Fauza Singh Tyagi in the field, irrespective of the fact that he was
studying for the Maths examination on the following day. He recalls, “My mind was filled with
deep revulsion. | was then an adolescent and a scratch appeared on my mind like a line scratched
on glass. It remains there still.” (pg.45) He writes how he was not even spared in school. He was
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made to sit apart from Tyagi boys on the floor, while other boys sat on the benches. He could not
drink water from the glass and was forced to sweep the school and adjoining field. His teachers
behaved like others, “The scars that | have received in the name of caste- even eons won’t suffice
to heal them.”(pg.61) The character of Dalit Literature is univocal. And this emerging univocality
is now feeding the political discourse of India. From confusion and conflict, ideological or
regional, Dalit identity seems to be taking on a cohesive form.

Another literary giant who deserves special mention is MahashwetggDevi. An Indian writer
in Bengali, she was a luminary par excellence. She is remembered for d ing the lives of India’s
deprived, be it women, adivasis or any one who is marginalized. Women ha en been the centre
of her narrative. Her story, Draupadi, centres around Dopdi
Santhal tribe of West Bengal, who is accused of being a Nax

Draupadi has been translated by theoretician

introducing the powerful work to the western rea

“literature of resistance”. It “shatters the fr. the law, breaks up
i i are sources of rebellious

identity and gesture. She does not ac

emerges as ‘new’ woman holding n

She does not accept ready
to concede ‘Senanayak’

@the horrible incidents during the partition of India
ces shook her to the core and traumatized her soul. She

| era of partition. Through her poignant writings, she became a
iterature and the leading twentieth century poet of the Punjabi

most famous nove jar (skeleton). This work established her as a representative voice for the
inflicted women wh@ suffered numerous agonies during the partition.

Talking of sub-alternity and its applications in literature, Adam Gondvi, a poet from Gonda
needs special mention. His real name was Ramnath singh. He highlighted the plight of
marginalized castes, suppressed dalits and impoverished sections of society. His poetry reflects a
deep concern for the downtrodden. His language is simple, one that any commoner can
comprehend. He is known for his social commentary, scathing views of social irony and corrupt
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politicians. He asserts that our civilization has its roots in the hard work of peasants and labourers
and not in the grandeur of the Bourgeoise class.

On the basis of the study of above mentioned texts, it can be concluded that the patriarchal,
chauvinistic and indifferent caste discrimination is being challenged by Indian authors.
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